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Creative Link
LANE ARTS COUNCIL

Lane Arts Council’s Creative Link arts integration program 
provides accessible training and tools for educators to 
engage the creative process, build confidence to teach 
through the arts, and empower students to think in 
innovative and meaningful ways. 
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GIVE YOUR SCHOOL THE CREATIVE LINK



MEET OUR ARTS EDUCATION PROGRAM MANAGER

Lane Arts Council works to ensure our arts education 

programming is high-quality, accessible, and fun. My role 

is to help you identify the best arts programming for your 

school’s unique needs and interests. Our Creative Link 

arts integration program has benefitted classrooms from 

elementary to high school. I am excited to work with you in 

determining how Creative Link can have a lasting impact on 

your school!

“I like art because it is the only 
place I can’t be wrong. There is a 
lot of stress in school, but when I’m 
making art I relax and feel good.” 

– 7th Grade Student        

Creative Link helped me 
brainstorm ways to bring art into 
my classroom in intentional ways 
– whether it was calligraphy or 
map making, it changed the way I 
think about curriculum design.” 

– 6th Grade TeacherStudents at Oaklea Middle School show of their newly 

completed artwork.

Every year we watch students thrive thanks to the powerful influence of the arts.         

We witness students experience joy, build resilience and self confidence, and 

expand their creative capacity.

Sincerely,
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Eric Braman

Arts Education Program Manager

Lane Arts Council 

Contact us to bring Creative Link to your school.

Learn more at lanearts.org/creative-link



email artsed@lanearts.org  |  phone 541.485.2278   |   website lanearts.org

WHAT IS CREATIVE LINK?

Creative Link pairs educators with teaching artists to provide professional 

development and instructional support, co-develop arts integrated curricula, and 

teach students the essential skillsets of creativity and resilience. This program 

redefines arts integration in a way that deepens both core curriculum and arts 

learning through the incorporation of the Studio Habits of Mind and project - 

based learning.

INDIVIDUALIZED DESIGN

No two Creative Link classrooms look quite the same. Lane Arts Council carefully 

selects and matches schools with qualified teaching artists skilled in a diversity 

of art forms and who are ready to collaborate. These teaching artists become 

a staple in the classroom, attending weekly class sessions and working along 

side their teacher collaborators. This support enables teachers to take creative 

instructional risks that invigorate both the teacher and the learner.

Student poses with a paper mask project 

that reinforces key math concepts.

Creative Link Program Includes:

•  22 weeks of curriculum that  
    enriches core learning while  
    teaching essential life skills

•  In-classroom support for  
    implementing arts integration 
    strategies

•  Numerous tools and activities that 
    creatively engage and challenge  
    students

•  Teacher professional development  
    in arts integration curriculum  
    development and instructional  
    strategies

•  Access to a multi-school  
    professional learning community



IMPACT OF CREATIVE LINK

Students who participate in Creative Link have reported increased 

resilience, excitement for learning, engagement in the classroom, and 

confidence in ability.

“Students are often asking me, ‘Is 
today a Creative Link day?’ They 
can’t wait for the opportunity 
to create and learn with this 
program.” 

– 6th Grade Teacher

Students with barriers to education have discovered empowering entry 

points to learning and classroom engagement.

“I had 15+ IEP students in my 
class, and I felt that Creative Link 
built lessons that were accessible 
to all students in a way that 
allowed for true differentiation.” 

– 6th Grade Teacher

Teachers who participate in Creative Link have reported learning new 

instructional skills, a higher willingness to take creative risks, and plans to 

continue using Creative Link tools in future instruction.

“I now understand the power of 
the arts in my classroom – I didn’t 
always feel that way, but I’ve seen 
how it changes my students and 
their daily engagement. This has 
forever changed the way I teach.”  
 
– 6th Grade Teacher
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STORIES OF SUCCESS

5th grade students at Territorial 
Elementary, drawing on Creative 
Link lessons on mindfulness and 
performance, worked with local 
radio station KOCF to develop a 
live program that included local 
interest stories, commercials, 
and interviews. Through this 
highly engaging curriculum, 
students developed their writing, 
collaboration, public speaking, and 
research skills.

6th grade students at Oaklea Middle School developed reflection 
booklets for showcasing to community professionals at an end-of-year 
“Jam”. Student presented on their development in the Studio Habits of 
Mind, areas of strength, and opportunities for growth. They practiced 
skills in reflection, presentation, and writing while building confidence.

“I got frustrated and scared the other day and wanted to give up, but I 
learned that taking some breaths and observing how I’m feeling helps 
me to keep going.” 

– 5th Grade Student



STUDIO HABITS
OF MIND (SHoMs)

Observe

Develop

Envision

The eight Studio Habits of 

Mind (SHoMs) are essential, 

relatable life skills developed 

by Harvard’s Project Zero.

By facilitating the practice 

of these habits in all types 

of curriculum, teachers can 

set students up for future 

academic, creative, and 

personal success. Stretch &  
Explore

These habits Include:
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Engage & 
Persist

Express

Reflect

Creative Link utilizes the 

SHoMs as a foundational 

framework from which 

creative engagement in 

the classroom is built. 

Students begin by learning 

the habits, which are then 

used throughout project - 

based curriculum developed 

in partnership with the 

classroom teacher.

Understand 
the World

For detailed descriptions of each 

of the eight SHoMs, please see 

the following page.



STUDIO HABITS OF MIND (SHoMs)

OBSERVE: Discovering through your available senses and moving 

past the familiar to access a fresh perspective. Acknowledging 

rising thoughts, feelings, sensations, moods, and attitudes with 

an intentional awareness and curiosity.

DEVELOP: Identifying skills, methods, and practices that are  

needed to design new ideas to accomplish a desired outcome.

STRETCH & EXPLORE: Moving out of your comfort zone with 

courage and a sense of playful discovery.�

ENVISION: Using your imagination to develop an idea, project, or 

creation. Conceptualizing the final project and the steps needed 

to achieve the desired outcome. Thinking ahead and beyond.

ENGAGE & PERSIST: Getting started with what you are excited 

to explore. Engagement is action with curiosity. Persistence 

is the commitment and willingness to keep going even when 

there are frustrations or feelings of failure. It has energy and 

projection with a target, outcome, or product in mind.

REFLECT: Identifying and discussing elements of your or 

another’s project to identify both what went well and what 

could be improved upon. Recalling the original idea and 

assessing the project from conception until now.

EXPRESS: Actualizing your idea in a form that conveys a concept, 

mood, or story. Sharing a part of yourself with an authentic 

audience.

UNDERSTAND THE WORLD: Recognizing and accepting 

differences and connections between us and the world. Seeing 

how art is a reflection of the world and how culture is comprised 

of art forms and art processes.
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AREAS OF FOCUS

MIDDLE SCHOOL CLASSROOMS

HIGH SCHOOL CTE CLASSROOMS

LIFE SKILLS CLASSROOMS

Middle school students are in a unique position 
to benefit from the Creative Link program 
as they are developing socially, emotionally, 
and academically while preparing for the new 
learning environment of high school. Introducing 
the Studio Habits of Mind to this age group 
shows great benefits in preparing them for 
independent thinking and learning while 
developing their emotional intelligence. Creative 
Link actively engages students in the curriculum 
while encouraging them to dive deeper beyond 
the surface of content.

Creative Link goes hand in hand with the 
development of design concepts. As students 
come to understand the Studio Habits of Mind, 
the habits are applied to a Design Thinking 
mindset to deepen their understanding of the 
CTE subject of focus. In woodshop, students 
go beyond following directions into envisioning 
new forms. In graphic design, students stretch 
& explore as they develop their unique visual 
voice. In entrepreneurship classes, students are 
challenged to understand the world that their 
ideas are intended to serve.

We have found time and again that the arts 
awaken students in ways few other subjects 
achieve. In our work with Life Skills classrooms, 
we have witnessed students find new ways 
to express themselves, collaborate for the 
first time, and show genuine excitement to 
create and learn. The Studio Habits of Mind 
are universal skillsets that connect to students 
from a wide range of abilities. We will always 
work to ensure our programs are accessible 
to all students and serve the needs of every 
classroom.

 “This is the first time 
my students have ever 
participated in group 
learning. Creative Link 
has provided curriculum 
that empowers them. It’s 
amazing to see such a 
transformation in so little 
time.”
 
– Life Skills Teacher

Student works with artist to build and 

design wood furniture.

Students create mosaics with ReUse 

materials.
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TIMELINE OF THE PROGRAM

CREATIVE LINK ACADEMIC CALENDAR
22 WEEK COLLABORATION

The Creative Link program follows a 22 week calendar that begins with the 
teaching artist leading Studio Habits of Mind curriculum. After the SHoMs are 
taught, the classroom teacher gradually takes on ownership of the Creative 
Link curriculum at an individualized pace. The gradual handoff allows teachers 
to ease into creative instruction at their own pace, developing an understanding 
of how to teach the new curriculum independently after the teaching artist 
partnership concludes.

This phase includes a program orientation 
for participants, collaboration planning 
meetings, and visits to learn classroom 
expectations and teaching styles.

This phase introduces the Studio Habits 
of Mind through discussion, interactive 
activities, and reflection.

This phase focuses on the transition 
of ownership to the classroom teacher, 
documentation of new curriculum tools, 
and support exploring new teaching and 
engagement strategies.

Weeks 1-2 
Artist Observation 

& Relationship 
Building

WEEKS 13-22 
Project-based 

curriculum building 
and exploration, co-led 
by Classroom Teacher 

& Teaching Artist

In addition to in-classroom instruction, Creative Link also includes a kick-off 
orientation training for participating teachers, monthly check-ins with the Lane 
Arts Council team, and an end-of-year celebration.

WEEKS 3-12  
Studio Habits of Mind 

& Design Thinking 
Curriculum, led by 

Teaching Artist
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ASSESSMENT

Student Assessment: a curriculum assessment 
tool, built into the Studio Habits of Mind 
curriculum, to assess student understanding of 
and confidence in the Habits. 
 
CTE SpecifIc Assessment: an additional tool, 
specific for CTE classrooms, that assesses 
student understanding of how the Studio Habits 
of Mind support Design Thinking. 
 
Student Impact: short and simple survey tools 
scattered throughout the program evaluate a 
sense of student impact beyond the learning of 
the SHoMs. These surveys help us understand the 
shift in students regarding engagement in school, 
interest in learning, sense of belonging, and other 
areas of interest.

Teacher Assessment: a series of written surveys 
and in-person interviews designed to be fast, easy, 
and useful to the classroom teacher and teaching 
artist. 

Admin Assessment: an in-person interview or 
written survey to collect admin perspective on the 
values and impact of the program.

 “I took the program we 
did last year and made 
some adjustments 
based on what I 
learned. Students love 
it and I have a new tool 
to engage my students 
every year!”
–
6th Grade Teacher

PROGRAM ASSESSMENT IS INTEGRATED THROUGHOUT THE CREATIVE 
LINK MODEL, AND IS ACHIEVED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING TOOLS:

Students use tableaux theatre to 

embody science concepts.



COST OF THE PROGRAM

Cost Includes:
• 22 weeks of teaching artist support and collaboration

• 2.5 hours per week of in-school collaboration

• 1.5 hours per week of out-of-classroom prep work

• 9-part Studio Habits of Mind Curriculum

• Fully documented project-based learning curriculum,  
co-created by artist and teacher

• Booklet of resources including engagement activities, mindfulness 
exercises, assessment tools, SHoM teaching tools, and more

•  Regular meetings with Creative Link team, including an  
orientation, monthly check-ins, and a final celebration

•  Lane Arts Council administrative support

•  Support for supplies and materials

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CLASSROOMS 
$5,750 PER TEACHER

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL CLASSROOMS 
$7,750 PER TEACHER

Cost Includes:
• 22 weeks of teaching artist support and collaboration

• 5 hours per week of in-school collaboration

• 1.5 hours per week of out-of-classroom prep work

• 9-part Studio Habits of Mind Curriculum

• Fully documented project-based learning curriculum,  
co-created by artist and teacher

• Booklet of resources including engagement activities, mindfulness 
exercises, assessment tools, Studio Habits of Mind teaching tools, 
Design Thinking tools, and more

•  Regular meetings with Creative Link team, including an  
orientation, monthly check-ins, and a final celebration

•  Lane Arts Council administrative support

•  Support for supplies and materials

We look forward to working with you to bring the impact of 
Creative Link into your classrooms!


